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Language and culture are interrelated. Language cannot be taught without culture. 
This paper addresses the issue of the significance of culture in language learning. 
It describes the role played by culture in language learning. Language learners are 
also culture learners. Culture plays an important role in language learning, since it 
motives students and facilitates communication. The teaching of culture has been 
intertwined with the teaching of language. In general, culture has been referred to 
as "the ways of a people" (Lado, 1957). This viewpoint incorporates both 'material' 
manifestations of culture that are easily seen and 'non-material' ones that are more 
difficult to survey. The different aspects and levels of culture briefly outlined here 
obviously explain that the role of what culture means in language education is 
varied. In language teaching and learning, the issue of defining culture is best 
viewed as a sequence. This provides the ability to strain diverse dimensions of 
culture at different levels, for language teachers and learners in varied contexts. 
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Language is intrinsic to the expression of culture. As a means of communicating 
values, beliefs and customs, it has an important social function and fosters feelings 
of group identity and solidarity. It is the means by which culture and its traditions 
and shared values may be conveyed and preserved. Language is an important part 
of our lives. It is a uniquely human gift which lets us communicate and 
differentiates us from primates. But language is much more than just a means of 
communication. It is also an inseparable part of our culture. Language is very 
much important to our culture. Language allows us to pass on ideas, knowledge, 
and even attitudes on to the next generation. “Language allows culture to develop 
by freeing people to move beyond their immediate experiences” (p. 42). If we did 
not have language, we would have very little memories. This is because we 
associate experiences with words and then use words to recall the experience. If 
language was not present, we would have a very rough time with communicating 
dates and times. Because of language, we are able to plan activities and events 
with one another. “Language allows culture to exist.” This statement is honestly 
true compared to the information state above. Language is also very important 
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because it allows us to have a purpose for getting together. All in all, “language is 
the basis of culture.” 

The human language allows humans to be cumulative. If we didn’t have language, 
we wouldn’t have a perfected understanding of how we think because we would 
be limited to gestures and grunts. Language also provides a social or shared past. 
When you think of memories, usually it involves signing, listening to music, or 
something your fiend said that was funny. “We associated our experiences with 
words and use words to recall the experience” (p. 42). I think it is very important 
to be able to let people know how we think, out opinions and to allow us to be 
communicative. Language is one of the most important aspects to culture. 
“Without language, our memories would be extremely limited, for we associate 
experiences with words and then use words to recall the experience.” By not 
having many memories, a person is limiting the capacity to learn from mistakes as 
well as limiting the ability to connect with others through experiences. Because 
language exists, we can, “pass ideas, knowledge and even attitudes on to the next 
generation, allowing it to build on experiences that it many never undergo.” 
Languages allows culture to develop and grow because of people sharing previous 
experiences and giving guidance on what needs done to not just improve one 
culture, but everything in the world. “The significance of language forming human 
life is difficult to overstate.” Everything humans do, not only involve 
communication, but comes from communication. Without language, people, 
society, culture, the world would not nearly be where it is today. 

Without language, culture would not exist. “We pass ideas, knowledge, and even 
attitude on to the next generation” using language. Without the ability to 
communicate, knowledge from one generation to the next, any norms would 
disappear and any experience in someone’s life would go unused. Without 
language we would have had little memory of the past generations. We associate 
experience with words and then use the words to recall the experience. A person 
would have no memory of their family, friends, home, or something as simples as 
what they like to eat. There would be no consistency in a person life without 
memory. Language has embedded within the ways of looking at the world. 
Without language we would literally have no concept of anything. It is impossible 
to have culture without language. Most of all, language gives us opportunity to 
communicate with each other. We say “language allows culture to exist” because 
it helps us to pass our cultural values, beliefs, thinking and ideas to the next 
generation. We give our knowledge by using a language. Language allows culture 
to develop by freeing people to move beyond their immediate experiences. 
Moreover, language lets us not to limit our memories and experience, because it 
gives us a chance to talk and discuss our past with other people. While talking we 
also develop more understanding about the meanings of the event for us and its 
effect on our lives. But language doesn’t stop in the past, it also develops and 
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helps us to build the future. We use it to plan events and times and share it with 
other people. Language permits you to blend individual activities into an integrate 
sentence. So in conclusion, we come to an idea that with all important things it 
means for human, language is a basis of cultures. 

Most of all, language gives us opportunity to communicate with each other. We 
say “language allows culture to exist” because it helps us to pass our cultural 
values, beliefs, thinking and ideas to the next generation. We give our knowledge 
by using a language. “Language allows culture to develop by freeing people to 
move beyond their immediate experiences.” Moreover, language lets us not to 
limit our memories and experience, because it gives us a chance to talk and 
discuss our past with other people. While talking we also develop more 
understanding about the meanings of the event for us and its effect on our lives. 
But language doesn’t stop in the past, it also develops and helps us to build the 
future. We use it to plan events and at times and share it with other people. 
“Language permits you to blend individual activities into an integrate sentence” 
So in conclusion, we come to an idea that with all important things it means for 
human, language is a basis of culture. As the world becomes more interconnected 
by technological advances, the need for interpersonal communication among 
different cultures has become evidently clear. It is quite obvious that one's culture 
affects almost all of one's communication behaviors. In “Language Reflects 
Culture,” and article written by Margaret Cote, she states that “language determines 
the way a person views the world” (Cote, 1985). She writes about how the Indian 
people view their surroundings differently than English speaking people. 

 Languages are important in the life of any nation. The members of a social group 
need language to communicate with each other and for all social purposes, for 
public administration, for commerce and industry, for education and so on. Ours is 
a country with Multilingual, Multicultural, pluralistic milieu. An individual can 
function best through the language which he acquires natively, i.e., the mother 
tongue. The social aspirations can best be fulfilled when they are allowed to 
function through the mother tongue. Therefore, it is natural to think of mother 
tongue for the purpose of education. But the necessity to have a common language 
for interaction has led to the learning of English. The Indian writers in English 
expressed their national identity and Indian consciousness effectively through their 
writings because of their innate originality and felicity of the English language. 
Language is not merely the medium of instruction at all levels of education, it is 
the medium of growth. It provides capacity for preservation and communication of 
intellectual life. At higher level, language provides the medium of fresh and free 
thinking and research. In education it is supposed to communicate knowledge, and 
in general life it is the instrument to pick up information. We need language to 
learn, to retain and to recall our knowledge. It is the primary need from toddler 
age.Anyone who uses language fairly well has a number of different abilities. He 
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can for example, listen to radio, speak to his neighbors, read a magazine and write 
letters, thus transmitting culture from one to the other. 

Language is the medium of cultural invasion. And English language 
played crucial role in influencing cultural life of the colonized section 
of people. Kachru says, language can be used to expandthe speech 
community as a vehicle of cultural and religious enlightenment and 
expansion of information and knowledge domains. In fact, in the era of 
globalization, no society can resist the influence of alien cultures. That 
is, there will not be a country with monoculture in the coming years. 
Language teachers all over the world since the 80s have felt the bond between 
language teaching and culture. The question which has at times raised brows of the 
English Language teachers earlier is whether the culture of the target language 
should be a part of the language class. Recent studies on this issue especially by 
scholars like Byrams, Kramsch, A. Pennycook and many others now prove the 
fact that language and culture have an intense relationship and they complement 
each other. A child is made aware of her own culture even in her mother-tongue 
language class. So the seamless importance of culture in an L2 class makes both 
the language learning and teaching more effective. Citing an example would make 
my point clearer. The European Seasons’ Calendar has four seasons beginning 
with Spring and ending with Winter, whereas the Indian Calendar has two more, 
beginning with Summer and ending with Spring. It is at times difficult for foreign 
language teachers in India to make little learners understand the concept of 
Autumn, which is so very different in Europe with its falling leaves and darkening 
days from the corresponding season in India which is sunny and clear after the 
heavy rains of the monsoons. 

 Language is not only representative of culture, but part of culture, which is 
defined differently by scholars. India Is a classic example of a multicultural, multi 
religious country following a policy of multilingualism. Indian culture has always 
been an integral part of India’s education system. Therefore, teachers and learners 
need to have awareness regarding the issues of cultural diversity between English 
and the local languages. The multicultural education may be an alternative way of 
improving the cultural awareness in the process of English language teaching. 
English language is important in order to be able to communicate with people 
from other cultures. It is a medium to form a picture of society. By applying this 
multicultural perspective in the practice of English language teaching and 
learning, the learners will acquire attitude, knowledge, and skills needed to 
function within their own culture, mainstream cultural and the global community. 
The multicultural education maybe an alternative way of improving the cultural 
awareness in the process of English language teaching.  

Learning second language play an important role in paying respect towards one 
another’s culture. Thus, English language is important in order to be able to 



Online International Interdisciplinary Research Journal, {Bi-Monthly}, ISSN 2249-9598, Volume-09, May 2019 Special Issue (04) 

 

 
w w w . o i i r j . o r g                      I S S N  2 2 4 9- 9 5 9 8 

 
Page 185 

communicate with people from other cultures. It is a medium to form a picture of 
society. Moreover, learning language assists to gain certain issues and ideas about 
the thinking, background and cultural elements of speaking community. It was 
Saussure who first said that language is a social phenomenon. It is a network of 
relationship in which the value of each aspect ultimately depends on the value of 
the other. Hence, language and culture are integral parts of each other. They are 
inseparably separable discipline of human world. In this context, Juri Lotman 
remarks in McGuire that, “No language can exists unless it is steeped in the 
context of culture ; and no culture can exists which does not have at its center, the 
structure of natural language.” (Tirumalesh: 126) Hence, language and culture are 
intertwined. 

 It is not possible to teach a language without culture and culture is the essence of 
culture teaching. For Hudson culture “is the kind of knowledge which we learn for 
other people, either by direct instruction or by watching their behavior. Since we 
learn our culture from those around us, we may assume that we share it with them, 
so this kind of knowledge is likely to play a major role when we use language.” 
(Hudson: 78) Thus, it is important to study a culture in its socio-cultural context. It 
is also important) Thus, it is important to study a culture in its socio-cultural 
context. It is also important to understand the functions which cultural elements 
perform in the language. As we aware of the fact that the influence of mother 
tongue is always present in second language acquisition. It is necessary to 
investigate the importance of learner’s first language which makes an impression 
on a second language. Hence, teaching and learning second language without its 
socio-cultural context may mislead the communication. The knowledge of second 
language enlightens and deepens the understanding of teachers and learners as 
well. Moreover, second language learning involves efforts to acquire 
sociolinguistics competence which enriches the appropriate use of language. 

 The role of English in a multicultural and multilingual country like India is 
beneficial as it helps people of various ethnic linguistic groups to be united. 
Considering the above fact, learning English as a second language becomes 
inseparable branch as also unavoidable in Indian education system. There is an 
awakening in society towards the learning of English. Government too has 
awakened to the importance of English in education curricula. Unfortunately, 
despite many recommendations by different education commissions constituted by 
the government of India, the place of English in the curriculums and methods of 
teaching have always been in a state of flux. Teaching English to the Indian 
students is the biggest challenge. Though enough awareness is prevailing among 
the students, parents and society, the majority of our students struggle a lot to 
acquire the language. In addition, teachers too equally toil and moil to find a 
suitable methodology to facilitate the students in acquiring the English language. 
As a language teacher something must be done to attract and satisfy the needs of 
the students and enables them to acquire the language. For this, we have to create 



Online International Interdisciplinary Research Journal, {Bi-Monthly}, ISSN 2249-9598, Volume-09, May 2019 Special Issue (04) 

 

 
w w w . o i i r j . o r g                      I S S N  2 2 4 9- 9 5 9 8 

 
Page 186 

the situation in such a way to enable the students to enjoy the skill oriented 
language drill and at the same time learn the peculiarities and the techniques of 
language. Moreover, it is imperative to adopt a culture sensitive curriculum. This 
would facilitate the enhancement of critical culture consciousness among teachers 
as well as learners. It would promote social integration, preserve local culture and 
change the way by which the people in these cultures engage with issues of 
diversity. Varma has rightly said “The time has come when we must modernize 
and restructure the curriculum in the light of the new needs of learners of English 
in India today.” 
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