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Digitization of information in print-media has brought a new concept altogether in all the 
fields of human life and this has marked the beginning of information era. Library and 
information services of the 21st century are fast changing. Web resources and the use of 
web as a tool is changing the way users live and learn. While in the early phase, the world 
wide web was mainly used for push type applications to provide information resources to 
users, the development of web 2.0 and the spread of open sources and shared use concept 
have focused on user generated content and applications for sharing. This has led to the 
rapid development and popularity of electronic resources. 

  Internet and its most used component WWW has turned into a biggest source of 
information with widest coverage and the fastest access. It is the most powerful tool for 
global communication and exchange of information. We do regularly do research on 
open access e-resources and provides a link to these resources for use in teaching, 
learning and research. 

  Here an attempt has been made to highlight e-resources available freely in the area of 
Commerce and Management subject. 
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Introduction 

 No information is worthless, there is definitely a taker for it somewhere in the world. 
Networking helps to bring together things which are in pieces. We find some information 
is useless don’t ignore it, as it might be of immense use to your friend, colleague or 
neighbhour for sharing it should be useful. “Librarians invest time and resources in 
creating reference websites, because doing so extends four familiar library service 
functions into cyberspace that is selection, endorsement, organization and cooperation” – 
Steven W. Sowards (1998). 

Digitization of information in print-media has brought a new concept altogether in all the 
fields of human life and this has marked the beginning of information era. Library and 
information services of the 21st century are fast changing. Web resources and the use of 
web as a tool is changing the way users live and learn. While in the early phase, the world 
wide web was mainly used for push type applications to provide information resources to 
users, the development of web 2.0 and the spread of open sources and shared use concept 
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have focused on user generated content and applications for sharing. This has led to the 
rapid development and popularity of electronic resources. 

Objectives 

1. Data is not information, information is not knowledge, knowledge is not 
understanding, understanding is not wisdom. 

2. Experience is the teacher of all things and simply the name we give to our 
mistakes. 

3. Wibsites, encyclopaedies, books, newspapers, news sources, news magazines, 
scholarly journals, statistics sources and government publications are the sources 
to know about nascent information. 

4. Development of information technology and the dissemination of web 
environments have a dramatic effect on the user behavior in information usage. 

5. E-resources are created in any file formats like text, audio, video and images. 
 

Free E-resources 
  Electronic resource is any information source that the library provides access to in an 
electronic format. The library has purchased subscriptions to many electronic information 
resources in order to provide users with access to them free of cost. 

1. Internet 
Internet is a global computer network providing a variety of information and 
communication facilities, consisting of interconnected networks using 
standardized communication protocols. 

2. Broadcast Media 
Broadcast media is the most expedient means to transmit information immediately 
to the widest possible audience, although the internet currently challenges 
television as the primary source of both news and other recreational content (e.g., 
movies, sitcoms, etc.) 

3. E-news papers 
Electronic newspaper is a self-contained, reuseable and refreshable version of a 
traditional newspaper that acquires and holds information electronically. 

4. E-magazines 
Online magazine is a magazine published on the internet, through bulletin board 
systems and other forms of public computer networks. One of the first magazines 
to convert from a print magazine format to being online only was the computer 
magazine datamation. 

5. E-journal 
Electronic journal is a periodical publication which is published in electronic 
format, usually on the internet. Electronic journals have several advantages   over 
traditional printed journals. We can search the contents pages or the full text of 
journals to find articles on a certain subject. 

6. E-book 
E-book is an electronic version of a printed book which can be read on a 
computer and the publication made available in digital form, consisting of text, 
images, or both readable on the flat-panel display of computers. 
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Commercial E-resources 
 Wikipedia defines ERM as “the practices and techniques used by librarians and library 
staff to track the selection, acquisition, licensing, access, maintenance, usage, evaluation, 
retention, and de-selection of a library’s electronic information resources.” 
 Anderson describes electronic resource management system as “a system that supports 
management of the information and workflows necessary to efficiently select, evaluate, 
acquire, maintain and provide informed access to electronic resources in accordance with 
their business and license terms.” 
 According to Watson Jennifer – Electronic resource management systems are “systems 
designed to assist librarians with the acquisition and management of electronic resources. 
They provide tools to help manage the licensing and acquisition process and to provide 
access to materials.” 
 Most libraries now spend significant amounts of money on aggregator databases from 
companies such as EBSCO, Gale, Lexis Nexis and Proquest that provide access to the 
contents or partial contents of large number of periodicals. 

1. EBSCO 
EBSCO is the leading provider of research databases, e-journals, magazine 
subscriptions, e-books and discovery service to libraries of all kinds. Since from 
70 years EBSCO worked with libraries to improve research with quality content 
and technology. EBSCO starting out as a small subscription agency and now 
quickly became a pioneer in the library services industry. 
 Through vision, action and innovation, EBSCO inverts in the library business to 
ensure the long-term growth of products, services and technologies for their 
customers. 

2. Elsevier 
Elsevier is a Dutch information and analytics company and one of the world’s 
major providers of scientific, technical, and medical information. 
Elsevier publishes more than 4,70,000 articles annually in 2,500 journals. Its 
archives contain over 16 million documents and 30,000 e-books. Total yearly 
downloads amount to more than one billion. 

3. J-Gate 
J-Gate is an electronic gateway to global e-journal literature. It is the most 
efficient comprehensive platform to access research information from over 55 
million journal articles coming from 49,000 add journals covering multiple 
subject domains from all disciplines such as – agriculture and biological sciences, 
arts and humanities, basic sciences, biomedical sciences, engineering and 
technology, social and management sciences. 
 Social and Management Sciences (JSMS) include 7 million add articles indexed 
and 12,000 add journals covered. 
 Arts and Humanities (JAH) include 7 million add articles indexed and 7,500 add 
journals covered. 

4. Proquest 
Proquest is committed to empowering researchers and librarians around the 
world. The company’s portfolio of assets including content, technologies and 
deep expertise drives better research out comes for users and greater efficiency for 
the libraries and organisations that serve them. 
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Proquest is a key partner for content holders of all types of preserving and 
enabling access to their rich and varied information. Those partnerships have built 
a growing content collection that now encompasses 90,000 authoritative sources, 
6 billion digital pages and spans six centuries. It includes the world’s largest 
collection of dissertations and theses, more than 4,50,000ebooks. 

5. NLIST 
The project entitled “National Library and Information Services Infrastructure for 
scholarly content” of being jointly executed by the e-ShodhaSindhu Consortium 
INFLIBNET Center and the INDEST – AICTE Consortium. 
NLIST as four components 
1. To subscribe and provide access to selected e-ShodhSindhu e-resources to 

technical institutions (IITs,IISc,IISERs and NITs) and monitor its usage. 
2. To subscribe and provide access to selected INDEST e-resources to selected 

Universities and monitor its usage. 
3. To subscribe and provide access to selected e-resources to 6,000 Govt./Govt.- 

aided colleges and monitor its usage. 
4. To act as a monitoring agency for colleges and evaluate, promote, impact 

training and monitor all activities involved in the process of providing 
effective and efficient access to e-resources to colleges. 

Conclusion 
 The main aim of e-resource management is to manage access and share information. In 
the present digital era almost every library has purchased commercial electronic resource 
management systems. Librarians have denoted that they can adopt database software 
which can fully cater to their needs of providing and managing information for the 
benefit of users and helpful to staff too. In nutshell it can be said that e-transformation of 
libraries have turned librarians into “cybrarians”. 
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