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The transitional period of social change has seen changes in almost all spheres of life.  
Poetry, a reflection of society always goes parallel to the societal changes.  A person who 
identified the change and brought to the light is none other than T S Eliot.  He is 
considered to be the greatest poet in English writing in 20th century where this century 
has seen several changes socially, politically, economically and also literally.Eliot says 
that our civilization is the Waste Land; it can be regained its life only by life giving rain 
by far journey, questioning our condition and learning a hard lesson.   All these may not 
promise the lost past but pay some relief. 
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T.S. Eliot as an Ideologist 
 
The transitional period of social change has seen changes in almost all spheres of life.  
Poetry, a reflection of society always goes parallel to the societal changes.  A person who 
identified the change and brought to the light is none other than T S Eliot.  He is 
considered to be the greatest poet in English writing in 20th century where this century 
has seen several changes socially, politically, economically and also literally.  This 
modern life is the off-shoot of urbanization and the disadvantages that come ahead of life 
because of these changes are bitter in nature. 

All his life, Eliot was subjected to the pressure of the world around him, its politics, its 
current of vital ideas and being both sensitive and alertly responsible.  As he had got all 
the above characteristics, he could have his own dream for everything.Thus,T.S. Eliot has 
been regarded as a great ideologist of the modern world or of the 20th century.   

Prominent Ideologies in the poetry of T.S. Eliot 
Ideology is a set of ideas or opinions.  Eliot, as a prominent ideologist, has got his own 
ideas or views on various subject matters.  For example, he has expressed his own 
opinion about the modern world which is also an ideology. 

Mainly, Eliot's ideologies are based on spiritualism, materialism, religion, symbolism, 
Indianness, morality, culture and life romanticism, classicism, history and myth, 
contemporary or modern world, society, ideas about the problems of the modern world 
and man and the world etc. 

Abstract 



Online International Interdisciplinary Research Journal, {Bi-Monthly}, ISSN 2249-9598, Volume-09, May 2019 Special Issue (04) 
 

 w w w . o i i r j . o r g                      I S S N  2 2 4 9- 9 5 9 8 
 

Page 374 

Some of the important ideologies are brought out and analyzed in the present research 
paper.  They are Eliot’s Idea of Culture, Christianity/Religion and Redemption of Time 
and Possibility of Spiritual Rebirth. 
 
Eliot’s Concept of Culture 
Culture may not even be described simply as that which makes life worth living.  Eliot 
asserts that the development of culture must be organic and cannot be consciously 
guided. And culture is the one thing we cannot deliberately aim at.  Eliot particularly 
opposes the limitation of culture to erudition and formal education.  He says “the unity 
with which I am concerned must be largely unconscious, and therefore can perhaps be 
best approached through a consideration of the useful diversities”. 

The culture according to Eliot requires a unity and diversity with respect to religions, 
religious sects and social classes.  By this, he means there should be constellation of 
cultures sharing a common core with enough diversity to provide stimulation for each 
other.  Eliot quotes While Head on this point: Man requires of their neighbors something 
sufficiently akin to be understood, something sufficiently different to provoke attention, 
and something great enough to command admiration. 

The culture of the individual is dependent upon the culture of a group or class and is 
dependent upon the culture of the society.  Eliot also observes that today’s man has failed 
to keep the rhythm that’s required of him to exist in the society.  The individual is 
detached a whirling bit of paper or wandering in a bramble or a grumpen with no secure 
foothold, or lying awake trying to unweave, unwind, unravels the tangle of its fate. 

Further observing the role of the poet in the society Eliot has said that it is inevitable that 
the man of letters should always be in a certain sense in opposition.  He should be jealous 
to preserve, the tradition of the culture of his people and of Europe, but in doing so, he 
must constantly find himself opposed to current tendencies and popular values and all 
great literature and popular values.  All great literature is, in one aspect, a criticism of the 
society in which the author lives.  If he is not to criticize, he must remain silent. 

Thus, Eliot finds culture to be all inclusive it emerges with the unity among the class, the 
individual, the group and above all the whole society.  A National Culture, if it is to 
flourish, should be a constellation of cultures, the constituents of which benefitting each 
other, benefit the whole.  Eliot, along with Toynbee identifies a culture with its religion.  
No culture can appear or develop except tradition to a religion but he notes that the way 
of looking at culture and religion, ‘which I have been trying adumbrate is so difficult that 
I am not sure I grasp it myself except in flashes or that I comprehend all its applications. 

Eliot’s views on Religion 
Literature can be criticized by the application of one’s religion, the religion that T.S. Eliot 
refers is Christianity. The influence of religion on literary works can be understood by 
knowing the common ground between religion and literature.  According to Eliot, a 
common ground is human behavior.  Religion imposes our ethics, our judgment and 
criticism of ourselves besides our behavior towards out fellowmen and our pattern of 
ourselves.  This is true when we read fiction; what we read affects directly the whole of 
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what we are.  Eliot believes the direct knowledge of life is knowledge directly in relation 
to ourselves.  It is our knowledge of how people behave in general, of what they are like 
in general in the part of life in which we ourselves are participated.  The function of 
literature is to develop in us two forms of self-consciousness that is knowing what we are 
and what we ought to be and these two must go together.  Therefore, it is our business, 
says Eliot, as readers of literature to know what we ought to like.  All Christians should 
be aware of their duty of maintaining consciously certain standard of life. 

Religion implies a life in conformity with nature; religion is a hope of mankind.  “The 
need to recover the sense of religious fear is a must so that it may be overcome by 
religious hope”. T.S. Eliot also pleads for a reinstatement of the religious view of life.  He 
probes in to the basic cause of the modern malaise and concludes that there is no escape 
from the nemesis of a purely materialistic civilization except in return of the life of faith 
and the fundamental religious basis of life.  Anxiety and disillusionment have always 
been there in every age, and the remedy has always been a restoration of faith. 

Eliot’s view of life is first, existential, and secondly, it is religious.  Eliot was always 
religious, and it would be wrong to suppose that he became religious only after his 
confirmation as a member of the Anglo-Catholic church.  He takes themes of a secular 
nature and satirized man’s materialism and his lack of concern about spiritual problems. 
The work ‘religion signifies for Eliot a particular kind of attitude towards life which is 
opposed to the secular.  He uses the word to denote an attitude of passionate concern for 
man’s spiritual destiny.  The religious man need not be a Christian, he may even be an 
atheist, but he is religious if he gives earnest and sincere thought to religious matters.  It 
is this concern with matters spiritual, as contrasted with the worldly and the secular, and 
not the adherence to any dogma that makes a man truly religious. 

Man lives in constant fear of death, death is his ultimate destiny, and the greatest longing 
of the human soul is for immortality.  Therefore, the goal towards which man progress 
must be some spiritual goal.  It must be the salvation of the human soul.  Man must be 
concerned not with his secular salvation, but with his spiritual salvation.  He must be 
concerned with spiritual problems.  He must feel “The primary of the supernatural over 
the natural” i.e., of the spiritual over the secular.  The salvation of the human soul means 
an approach to immortality, a progress towards God, the supernatural, true religion 
implies not any dogma or creed but a reorientation of life in relation to the supernatural. 

Eliot resorts to the Christian concept of the original sin and the fall of man.  Man suffers 
vicariously for the sin of disobedience committed by his forefathers in tasting the fruit of 
knowledge) the Biblical myth of the Fall of Adam and Eve) and this sin can also be 
atoned for variously.  Man must either seek self-purification through personal suffering 
or his sin must be atoned for vicariously by the suffering of someone else.  A Christ must 
suffer and be martyred in every age so that the sins of humanity may be atoned for. In his 
works, even in those with a contemporary setting, he introduces the theme of incarnation 
and martyrdom.  Thus, Eliot accepts Christian doctrines, myths and traditions, not as 
truths capable of rational exposition but as mysteries in to whose domains reason can 
never penetrate, “The hint half guessed, the gift half understood is incarnation.” 
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He presents religion positively and directly, he depicts the struggle of the human soul for 
salvation, and he does so through the use of the traditional material and imagery of 
Christianity.  The poet probes deeper and deeper in to religious and metaphysical 
problems.  There is an intimate contemplation of the problems of space and time, life and 
death, the past and future.  The mood is one of calm and serenity, as if the poet has 
worked out his salvation and has therefore enjoyed visions of divine glory.  Culture may 
even be described simply as that which makes life worth living. 

T.S. Eliot’s view of Redemption of Time and Possibility of Spiritual Rebirth 
One of the best ideas in the poetry of Eliot is redemption of time and the possibility of 
spiritual rebirth.  Basically, it is not different from the Christian conception of sin, 
atonement, redemption and spiritual resurrection.  It is equally allied to the rationalistic 
idea of science that nothing material is subject to utter destruction.  Everything undergoes 
a transformation under the influence of time.  Eliot saw the illustration of this idea even 
in vegetation rituals and fertility rites of primitive cultures and the mystery religions of 
the ancient world, from which early Christianity absorbed so much of its own ritual and 
symbolism.  The primitive imagination conceived of the cycle of the seasons as the life of 
a God who controlled the energies of nature, and who nevertheless had to submit to the 
power of death.  But the death was not permanent, it was followed by resurrection.  
World is dictated by an order of birth, growth, decay and also the promise of a spiritual 
metamorphosis.  All religions accept this cardinal law of nature when they accept the 
immortality of the human soul as central tenet of religious belief. 

The theme of redemption and rebirth is quite clear in Eliot’s poems.  In Ash Wednesday 
reminiscences of the world of Dante have been pointed out frequently.  It has something 
of the nature of a dream like ‘Vita Nuova’ and in the light of Eliot’s later development 
appears to be a treatise on something related to what is termed as “sublimation”. There is 
a cry heard echoing: 

“Redeem, 
The Time, Redeem 
The unread vision in the higher dream.” 

In the closing lines of The Journey of the Magi, “I should be glad of another death.” Eliot 
is again suggesting his conception of birth as a kind of death.  Animulacarries on the 
same theme and the conclusion emphasizes again that the hour of birth and of dying may 
be the same, and he anticipates the idea expressed by Lord Calverton in the ‘Elder 
Statesman’, 

“It is worthwhile dying to find out what life is.” 

Brunt Norton is  significant in its elaboration of the conception of time and the 
timelessness of every conception: 

“Time present and time past 
Are both perhaps present in future 
And time future contained in the time past 
If all time is eternally present 
All time is unredeemable. 
….. .. . . . . . .. .  .. .  ..  . . . . . . 
What might have been, and what has been 
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Point to one end, which is always present.” 

The lines indicate the specific indeterminate status of the experience which is further 
defined in the paradoxical lines: 

“Footfalls echo in the memory 
Down the passage which we did not take 
Towards the door we never opened 
Into the rose-garden.” 

The complex effect of a realization of the routine, commonsense world together with the 
evoking of a reality that lies hidden among the unrealities into which life in time 
paradoxes itself is suggested in the lines: 

“My words echo 
Thus in your mind.” 

East Coker which is more personal continues this preoccupation with recreating the 
concept of “eternity” points to the agony of death and birth from the two concluding lines 
of Brunt Norton: 

“Ridiculous the waste sad time 
Stretching before and after” 

In engenders a discipline of meditation, the note of which is expressed in the lines: 
“I said to my soul, be still, and wait without hope 
For hope would be hope for the wrong thing; wait without love 
But the faith and the love and the hope are all in the waiting.”  

These reflections are given a more effective expression in the paradox, “In my end is my 
beginning”. The central theme of The Waste Land is regeneration.  Change in general 
truth is given much importance so as to retain the older culture.  It is understood that 
reversing the existing conditions is next to impossible, yet the awareness that is indeed 
required in itself is a way that holds something for the past.  Even Eliot assures no 
guarantee in concluding part of the poem.  The legend of the Holy Grail which originated 
in fertility cult which tells how a questing knight saves the Waste Land from drought and 
barrenness, occasioned by old age of the ruler, Fisher King.  The knight must restore 
latter’s youth by riding to the Chapel Perilous and there questioning the Lance and the 
Grail, symbols of the male and female principles.  Eliot says that our civilization is the 
Waste Land; it can be regained its life only by life giving rain by far journey, questioning 
our condition and learning a hard lesson.   All these may not promise the lost past but pay 
some relief. 
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