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The 21st century is known for the promotion of Inter-disciplinary studies. Hence, any 
branch of knowledge cannot be studied in isolation. The knowledge procured from the 
ancient Sanskrit texts play a key role in the promotion of Indological studies. Many 
Sanskrit works of the earlier period are known for their encyclopaedic nature. They 
deal with different topics which are relevant to an individual to lead a virtuous life in 
a given society. One such work is Vaisnava Dharmasastra composed by an unknown 
writer from Kashmir which was composed sometime between the sixth and eighth 
centuries A.D. 
 
The text is basically a prose composition contains 100 topics. One of its major 
innovations is that it presents the rules of Dharma as the teaching of one of the major 
gods of devotional Hinduism. The work contains the discourse of God Visnu to 
Goddess Earth at her request. In his long conversation with the goddess Earth, Lord 
Visnu shares his thought on various topics ranging from statecraft, duties of a king, 
crimes, inheritance, education, sins and punishments, property matters, rituals and 
many more things which a citizen of the state should know to understand the 
difference between the dos and don’ts. The outcome message of the text is much 
relevant to modern times. The remedies and the solutions said in the text hold good 
even in modern times also. The present paper discusses some of the examples taken 
from the text to highlight its importance in Indological studies and its relevance in 
modern times. The present study is based on the edited work of the text by Professor 
Patrick Olivelle. 
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Introduction 
The term culture is known for its multiple meanings. It is the ‘social behaviour and 
norms found in human societies. It is also defined as a ‘set of customs, traditions and 
values of a society or community, such as an ethnic group or a nation’. It is a ‘set of 
knowledge acquired overtime’. Cambridge English Dictionary defines it as ‘the way 
of life especially the general customs and beliefs, of a particular group of people at a 
particular time’. Culture includes many components of a given society like religion, 
language, values/beliefs, customs and traditions, art and architecture and even the 
unique life styles of the people. 

Edward B.Taylor, the founder of Cultural Anthropology defines it as “Culture or 
Civilization taken in its wide ethnographic sense, is that complex whole which 
includes knowledge, beliefs, art, morals, law, customs and any other capabilities and 

Abstract 
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habits acquired by man as a member of the society’. Thus, the culture is a reflection of 
a given society in a unique way. 

India, one of the earliest seats in the story of civilization of man is known for its 
uniqueness in many fields, like geographical features, flora-fauna, language-literature, 
art-architecture, religion and culture. These unique features have given India an 
indomitable position among the other civilizations in the world. The uniqueness of 
Indian culture can be understood by studying its multi-dimensional wings like 
language-literature, art-architecture, dress-food habits, religion, customs-traditions 
and many more things. 

Literature being a unique component of any given society, plays an important role in 
understanding the undercurrents flowing in a given society, because in many ways 
‘literature is a reflection of a society’. This is even true with Indian society and the 
culture. Ancient Indian literary works written in different Indian languages help us to 
a great extent in understanding different facets of Indian culture. 

Definition of Indology and its components 

 Generally speaking, Indology is the study of Indian Culture. This branch of 
knowledge is deeply rooted in the history of India’s past. History, Archaeology, 
Philosophy, Literature and Linguistics are included in the purview of Indology. 

The study of Indology includes the components like Indian History, Literature, 
Philosophy, Culture, Art & Architecture, Religion and many other important 
components. A holistic approach to Indological studies in modern times helps us in 
the better understanding of their relevance in the present-day life. The big question 
before today’s scholars is to interpret them in a meaningful way, so that the principles 
and the knowledge hidden in them can be applied to the modern times which will 
contribute to make our life a better one. 

Ancient works on subjects like Rajaniti, Dharmasastra play an important role in the 
understanding different aspects of Indology like polity, law and social behaviour of 
the human beings 

According to P.V.Kane the word Dharmais clearly derived from the root Dhr.which 
means to uphold, to support or to nourish. The history of the word can be traced back 
to the Vedic times. Dharma stands for the peculiar duties of the Varnashramas. 
Gautama Dharma Sutra says ‘Veda is the source of Dharma (Vedo Dharma Mulam)’ 

Indological studies took its existing form during 18th century when the western 
scholars started showing much interest relating to Sanskrit studies including Indian 
regional languages, literature and linguistics. 

With the establishment of Royal Asiatic Society in Calcutta by Sir William Jones on 
15th January,1784 a new impetus was given to the Indological studies in Modern 
Indian times. Sir Jones gave further stress on the promotion of Sanskrit studies in 
India. He said, ‘The Sanskrit language, whatever be its antiquity, is of a wonderful 
structure, more perfect than the Greek, more copious than the Latin and more 
exquisitely refined than either.’ Thus, Indological Studies play an important role in 
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making the modern times much more comfortable, once they are properly undertaken 
in relation to modern thinking and understanding. 

Note on the text VaisnavaDharmasastra 

The work which is more commonly known as Visnu Smritiis not much well-known in 
the scholarly world. It is also not as old as other Dharmasastras written by authors like 
Manu or Yajnavalkya. Even then it plays a very prominent role in the history of the 
Dharmasastra literature in ancient India.The work is ‘the only Dharmasastra that can 
be geographically located with any degree of certainty and because it introduces some 
interesting and new elements into the discussion of Dharmasastric topics, this is a 
document of interest both to scholars of Indian legal literature and to cultural 
historians of India, especially of Kashmir.’ 

VaisnavaDharmasastrais basically a prose composition which contains 100 chapters 
and the text is composed as a conversation between Goddess Earth (Prthvi) and Lord 
Visnu.In the work Earth requests the Lord to guide her in protecting the Dharma 
which should in turn, govern the lives of people belonging to four Varnas. 

One of its uniqueness of the work is that it presents the rules of Dharma as the 
teachings preached by one of the major gods of devotional Hinduism i.e. Lord Visnu. 
The text contains the discourse of Lord Visnu to Goddess Earth (Prthvi) at her 
request. 

The unknown author of the work was a scholar who belonged to the Kathakabranch 
of Yajurveda. He is believed to have hailed from Kashmir and was an adherent of 
Pancharatra tradition. He has ‘put his own stamp on his treatise in many clear, as 
well as subtle ways’. This kind of innovative literary activity rejects the common 
perception that the Sanskrit intellectual tradition, and in a special way the 
Dharmasastric literary tradition, is tradition-bound and stagnant. 

There is much uncertainty regarding the date of the text. It cannot be determined with 
much precision or certainty. But it can be categorized as an ancient text due to its 
much dependence on the thoughts of Manu andYajnavalkya. However, a period 
between 7th and 8th centuries A.D. is the tentative date assigned to the text based on 
the iconographic,paleographic and literary references.  

Earlier this text was translated by Julius Jolly under the title ‘The Institutes of Vishnu’ 
under the series ‘The Sacred Books of the East’Vol.VIIin 1880 A.Dwith Max Muller 
as General Editor. He used the titles like Vishnu-Smriti or Vaishnava Dharmasastra 
or Vishnu Sutrawhile editing the said text. Further, Jolly on the basis of its Kathaka 
connection placed Kashmir as the home of VaisnavavaDharmasastra, because the 
followers of Kathaka school survive nowhere but in Kashmir only. Hence, he 
concluded that the work must have been composed in Kashmir only. 

The early scholars who have worked on VaisnavavaDharmasastra text like Buhler, 
Julius Jolly and P.V.Kane are of the opinion that ‘it was originally the ancient 
Dharmasutra of Kathakas, which was later recast as a Vaisnavadocument by a Visnu 
devotee.’ Many of these modern scholars did not take this text much seriously as a 
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reference work relating the study of ancient polity. For example, noted Indologist 
P.V.Kane considered it as much insignificant in the study of the Dharmasastras.  

But this work is frequently sighted in the medieval authors on the legal studies. It was 
read, studied and frequently cited by various authors of the period. In the late 
medieval and modern periods its significance was neglected. But it was once again 
brought to light by a Pandit from Varanasi namedNandapandita when he wrote his 
commentary on the work in his workKesavaVaijayantiin 1679 A.D. 

In 2009, this legal treatise of Lord Visnu was edited with annotated translation by a 
well-known Sanskrit scholar from U.S.A Professor Patrick Olivelle. He is Professor 
Emeritus of Sanskrit in the Department of Asian Studies at the University of Texas at 
Austin, U.S.A and the Past President of the American Oriental Society.  

The author of the present paper has extensively used Professor Patrick Olivelle’s 
published work ‘The Law Code of Visnu- A Critical Edition and Annotated 
Translation of Vaisnava- Dharmasastra’ for his studies. The paper is also based on 
the discussions found in the works ‘Sacred Books of the EastVol.VII- The Institutes of 
Vishnu’ edited by Julius Jolly and ‘History of Dharmasastra’ Vol.I by P.V.Kane in 
which there is a discussion on ‘Visnudharmasutra’. The purpose of writing this paper 
is to highlight the relevance of ancient Indian texts relating to legal history in the 
modern times. 

The Background 

 A story is narrated as a background for the narration of Code of Law by Lord Visnu 
to Goddess Prthvi. On the night of end of a Kalpa, Visnu, wishing to create the 
universe, realized that the Earth (Prthvi) was submerged in water. Bearing the 
incarnation of a boar (Varaha), he plunged into the ocean and lifted up Earth from her 
peril. 

But, even after rescuing she was very much worried about her safety in the future. She 
first approached sage Kasyapa to guide and rescue her. On his wise advice she 
approaches Lord Visnu relaxing on a serpent in the milk ocean (Ksirode) in the 
company of Goddess Lakshmi. She pleads before him to come to her rescue at the 
time of crisis.  

Then the LordVisnu states and assures her, ‘Good people who hold fast to the conduct 
of social classes and orders of life and who are totally devoted to theholy law, O 
Earth, will support you. The task of caring for you is entrusted to them.’ 

Then the Earth asks, ‘I wish to hear from you, O joy of Vasava, the Laws of the social 
classes and orders of life, for you are my supreme refuge.’ For this request the 
teaching of Dharmain the form of a Law Code by Lord Visnu to Earth is explained in 
the text VaisnavaDharmasastra.   

The total number of Sutras and verses in the text is 2850 verses. 

Contents of the work and their uniqueness 

Earlier works on Dharmasastra followed a common tradition of dealing with the 
sources of Dharma. But, as an exception, the author of the present work followed an 
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altogether different path. According to him, ‘If Lord Visnu is the teacher of Dharma, 
what is the necessity for searching for other sources?’. Hence, ‘it is the only 
Dharmasastra in which there is no discussion of the mula or the pramana of Dharma. 
It directly starts dealing with the subject in the second chapter to ‘describe the 
structure of an ideal society consisting of four social classes (Varna).’ This practice is 
an innovation of this work unlike other ancient texts of Dharmasastra. 

Lord Visnu after comforting Goddess Earth said, ‘Laws that will be the refuge of 
those good people who will support you’. This statement highlights the power of law 
in a society and the empowerment of good people, with the help of a strong legal 
system which is a unique feature of a democratic society. 

The text describes the common laws to be followed by individuals in the society and 
gives a long list which all citizens should take into consideration and they are as 
follows: 

‘Forbearance, Truthfulness, Self-control, Performing Purifications, Giving Gifts, 
Controlling the Organs, Abstaining from Injuring, Obedient Service to the Teacher, 
Visiting Sacred Fords, Compassion, Honesty, Freedom from Greed, Playing Homage 
to Gods and Brahmanas, Refraining from Anger’- This is a common code of conduct 
which was stipulated by almost all ancient legal works including 
VaisnavaDharmasastra. 

The duties of a king are explained as-‘protecting the subjects and establishing the 
social classes and the orders of life in the Law specific to each.’ Further, the text gives 
an elaborate information regarding the appointment of officials, collection of taxes, 
domestic policy, foreign policy and the war strategy to be followed by a king or those 
who are in power.  

Ability and skills of individuals mattered a lot in the appointment when the text says 
‘skilled individuals to manage financial matters, brave individuals to handle military 
affairs, fierce individuals to carry out fierce tasks.’ A king was expected to ‘honour 
those who are upright and kill those who are traitorous’. He was expected to refrain 
from ‘fondness for hunting, gambling, women and drink.’ He refrained from verbal 
and physical assault, plundering and destruction of revenue sources for the state. He 
was not expected to show any largess to unworthy individuals in his state. 

While giving details about the organisation of the state bureaucracy a king was 
expected to choose as his chaplain a person well-versed in the Vedas, Epics, treatises 
on ancient Law and Statecraft. The selected official was expected to be from a good 
family background, religious bent of mind and totally physically fit to discharge his 
challenging duties and responsibilities. 

Further, a king was expected to appoint assistants for him relating to all departments-
Only those people who are honest, not greedy, diligent and strong. For the 
management of legal affairs, learned men of ‘good pedigree consecrated by rites, men 
who treated friend and foe equally and those who cannot be influenced by litigants 
through lust, wrath, fear, greed and the like.’ 
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It also suggests the precautions to be taken by a king for his self defence against any 
eventuality. He was expected to have a pleasing personality all the times, irrespective 
of situations-happy or gloomy. 

Regarding the dispensation of justice, he was expected to be very strict and impartial. 
‘He should follow the Law proper to him; for kings there is no one who is exempt 
from punishment.’ He was further asked to ‘within his realm to conduct himself in 
accordance with the rules; upon his enemies he should impose harsh punishments; 
towards his friends and loved ones, he should behave without guile.’ 

Stringent punishments are suggested in the work against the violators of the royal 
edicts. The violators and those who forged were liable for execution. The poisoners, 
arsonists, robbers and murderers of men, women and children were seriously dealt 
with. This stand against the criminals created a fear of law in the minds of law-
breakers. 

The legal system also dealt with the violators of environmental order. People were 
fined for unnecessarily cutting the trees and destroying the vegetation. A fine of 500 
Panaswas imposed on those who threw filth, trash and the like near the road, a park or 
water reservoir. The violator was further forced to clean it up! It also gives a list of 
religious rituals (including performance of penance) to be performed by a sinner for 
killing animals and destroying vegetation. 

For the commercial crimes over valuation, gambling, selling of counterfeit goods 
amputation of a limb was the punishment. The punishment may look too harsh, once 
this was executed fear of law was created in the minds of the people.  

Job Security was another highlight of the legal system advocated in this work. ‘If the 
employer fired a hired worker before the end of full term, he was expected to pay the 
worker the full value of the contract and give 100 Pana to the king, except when it 
was done due to a fault of the worker.’ Similarly, frauds were also checked to a great 
extent by imposing heavy penalty on the fraudsters. Depending on the peculiar 
situations and nature of crimes, the king consulted the learned to decide appropriate 
punishments. 

Debt Management is a big challenge in a vibrant economy. Depending on the nature 
of offence, the authority was entitled to impose fine on the defaulters which ranged 
from small, medium to heavy amount. The text says ‘The creditor should receive the 
principal from the debtor just as it was given. If the person taking loan dies, becomes 
a wandering ascetic, or remains abroad for twelve years, the loan should be paid back 
by his sons or grandsons. The loan of a man, irrespective of whether he has a son or is 
sonless, must be paid by the individual who takes his inheritance.’ 

Ancient Indian philosophy gave much importance to the purity of both mind and 
body, which is further explained in a beautiful way in the text-‘Purifying oneself with 
respect to wealth, tradition tells us, is the highest of all purifications; for the truly pure 
man is the one who is pure with respect to wealth , not the one who becomes pure by 
using earth and water. Learned men are purified by forbearance.’ It further adds, 
‘body is cleansed with water, the mind by truth, the elemental self by learning and 
austerity, and the intellect by knowledge.’ 
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A strict code of conduct is stipulated to both a student and his teacher engaged in the 
Vedic studies. A student lived with his mentor away from the public and was 
expected to learn the supreme knowledge from his teacher by rendering all assistance 
to him in his hermitage. 

An elaborate description is given regarding the qualities and duties of a learned 
teacher in the text. It says, ‘A man who initiates someone, give him instruction 
regarding religious observances, and teaches him the Veda should be known as his 
“Teacher”. A man who teaches him for a fee or teaches him only one section should 
be known as his “Tutor”.’ 

The text also warns regarding the Dos and Don’ts by a teacher while selecting his 
students and imparting them the knowledge. It alerts, ‘A man who imparts in violation 
of the Law-of these two, the one or the other will incur death or enmity.’ 

‘Do not impart knowledge where there is no merit or money, or at least proportionate 
service; you don’t sow good seed on brackish soil.’-thus warns the text a teacher 
intending to share his knowledge with his pupils. 

‘Now, Vedic knowledge came up to the Brahmana and said: ‘Guard me, I am your 
treasure. Do not disclose me to a man who is envious, crooked, or uncontrolled. Thus, 
I shall wax strong.’- a teacher thus protected the supreme knowledge from being 
misused by unworthy. 

‘A man you know to be pure, alert, wise, and chaste, a man who will not become 
hostile toward you under any circumstance-only to such a man should you disclose 
me, O Brahmana, as to a guardian of your treasure.’-knowledge was imparted to a 
selected, worthy of receiving it from a learned teacher. Thus, a check was imposed on 
the free sharing or imparting of knowledge with the unworthy people. 

A careful look at this chapter will help us in the modern times to re-look at the 
relationship between a student and his teacher and new thinking can be drawn on 
these guidelines. Ultimately, the text gives a bit of warning to a learner/student 
regarding his code of conduct- ‘He must never show hostility towards the person from 
whom he received knowledge-whether it is the knowledge of worldly matters, of the 
Veda, or of the inner self.’ 

While discussing the rules for greeting individuals, the work very aptly highlights the 
status of knowledge among all other considerations- ‘Wealth, kin, age, ritual life and 
the fifth, knowledge- these are the grounds for respect; and each subsequent one 
carries greater weight than each preceding. Among the Brahmanas, seniority is based 
on knowledge’ 

It identifies three extremely dreadful enemies of man which are very much 
responsible for his immediate downfall and they are: Lust, Anger and Greed and 
advises him to get rid of them to lead a virtuous life. 

Health, Hygiene and Toilet practices do get mentioned in the work. The eco-friendly 
hygienic practices mentioned in the text are noteworthy. Its’ lesson on hygiene is very 
interesting- ‘A man who bathes daily does not experience the tortures of Yama, the 
God of Death. Even men who have committed sins are purified by bathing daily.’ 
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Indian Society is known for its social etiquette. A special place is given to the guests 
who visit the house of a householder. A householder and his wife are expected to 
show much affection and regard towards the members of their family and the guests 
who visit them on a routine basis. Hence it says, ‘Neither by Vedic recitation or a fire 
oblation, nor by a sacrifice or ascetic toil does a householder attain the kind of worlds 
that he attains by honouring a guest. When a guest arrives, he should offer a seat and 
water, as well as food to the best of his ability, after honouring him according to rule.’ 

For a householder, an elaborate Code of Conduct was prescribed in ancient Indian 
society. It is true even with this text on Dharmasastra. It elaborates, ‘He should not 
treat them(people) with contempt. He should wear clothes that suit his age, learning, 
family background, wealth and region. Every day he should explore authoritative 
texts.’ 

‘He should refrain from gambling.He must not teem with unrighteous people. He 
must avoid slandering Gods, sacred treatises and great persons; pursuing wealth and 
pleasure that are opposed to the law, and even the Law that is offensive to the people.’ 

‘Loving the Law and subduing his senses, he should follow that proper conduct which 
is set forth in scripture and tradition and is followed by good people.’ 

‘For by good conduct he obtains long life; by good conduct he obtains the kind of 
offspring he desires; by good conduct he obtains inexhaustible wealth; and good 
conduct neutralizes unlucky marks.’ 

‘Even if he has no lucky marks at all, a man who follows proper conduct, who has a 
generous spirit, and who is free from resentment, lives a hundred years.’ These words 
of wisdom are the time-tested eternal truths and one has to believe them and adopt 
them in one’s own life to lead a moral life in a society. 

Self- restraint is another great quality to be found in a good human being. It will 
enable him to think rationally and logically before he ventures into doing something. 
The text advises, ‘He should strive hard at restraint; and restraint is when the senses 
are not dissipated. This world and the next belongs to the man of restraint. No rite 
ever succeeds for an unrestrained man.’ 

‘When all desires enter a man as rivers the ocean, constantly being filled yet unshaken 
in its depths, he attains peace-not the man chasing every desire.’-this is the status of 
mind one was expected to attain in one’s own life to meet the challenges of life and 
the society. 

Giving something in the form of a gift or a donation as a mark of honour or love and 
affection to individuals and the society is an age-old practice. People in ancient times 
donated and gifted generously to the needy and the worthy people. The text mentions 
the rewards one gets by engaging oneself in this activity and some of them are quite 
interesting and relevant to the modern times. 

‘When a man who constructs a well, as water comes from it half his sins are erased. A 
man who constructs a reservoir will never suffer from thirst and attain the world of 
Varuna. A man who gives water will never suffer from thirst. A man who plants 
trees-in the next world those trees will become his sons. A man who gives trees-those 
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trees gratify the gods with their blossoms, guests with their fruits, travellers with their 
shade, and- when Gods send down rain-ancestors with water. A man who constructs a 
dyke attains heaven. A man who constructs a temple attains the world of the very god 
for whom the temple is constructed. By giving lamps, a man obtains good eyesight 
and also becomes eminent everywhere.’ ‘When someone repairs a well, a park, a 
reservoir, or a temple, he obtains the same fruit as if he had constructed it himself.’ 

It further says ‘Gift of safety is greater than all other gifts’, which highlights the 
bounden duty of the society to provide safety and security to all the citizens of the 
state. Finally, it warns that gift should not be given to undeserving peopleto get any 
favours-‘ A man must not give a gift to obtain fame, out of fear, to someone who 
renders him assistance, or to individuals given to dancing and singing, when that gift 
is given for the sake of merit-that is the fixed rule.’ 

In the concluding part of the work i.e. in Chapter 99 the Earth Goddess asks Goddess 
Lakshmi regarding her dwelling places in the world.For this enquiry the Goddess of 
Wealth and Prosperity gives a very long list of her dwelling on this planet. She says, 
‘In a warrior, in the man returning from battle, and in the man who has died and gone 
to heaven; in a man who follows good conduct; in a man who is given to studying 
scriptural texts; in a man who is dressed modestly; in a man who avoids impurity; in a 
man who is devoted to the Law; in a man who is spiritually eminent; in a man who is 
constantly truthful; in a man who does what is beneficial to creatures; in a man known 
for forbearance, who refrains from anger, with a benevolent mind, well behaved; in 
women who are always well-adorned, whose speech is kind, who keep their houses 
clean, who are free from greed, adhere to the Law, and are full of compassion.’ This 
message highlights the duties and responsibilities of a man and a woman in a given 
cultured society. It also highlights the due respect given by the text to individuals in 
society like soldiers, teachers, intellectuals, decent individuals and others. 

The text ends with the 100th chapter in which the benefits of the study of the work are 
explained. Theses benefits further highlight the importance and relevance of the work 
in the present times. The work concludes thus, ‘Those Brahmanas who remember this, 
the most excellent Treatise on Law declared by God himself, will follow the Law 
steadfastly. It is the auspicious mean of purification; it is the most excellent means of 
procuring a long life; it vanquishes demons and procures fame; it increases strength 
and prosperity.’ 

‘A man who desires prosperity should always study it, remember it, accept it, listen to 
it, and have it recited during ancestral offerings.’ Due to a great message rendered by 
these texts, they were studied and followed by the people with reverence. 

Relevance of Vaisnava-Dharmasastra in modern times 

Ancient works are known for their eternal values. They are able to teach time-tested 
principles for generations, without losing the value and relevance of the principles 
taught by them. Same is the case with VaisnavaDharmasastra. In the present paper 
few selected principles are discussed to highlight their relevance in the modern times. 
They are known as universal principles as they can be applied to any given society 
with any geographical location. 
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The discussions in the text relating to topics like laws of social classes, duties and 
responsibilities of a king, crimes and punishments, debt recovery, frauds, duties and 
responsibilities of a student and a teacher, social etiquette, property rights, duties and 
responsibility of a householder are quite effective. All these topics and much more are 
discussed with a ‘Dharmasastric background’ and surprisingly many of the remedies 
and suggestions given in the text still hold good in modern times also. 

The works on Dharmasastraserved the ancient society like the Code Books on Law. 
Hence, each topic is discussed to the minutest level. Reading, understanding and 
interpreting these interesting detailsfrom these texts will make a reader or a researcher 
spell-bound by the radius of knowledge possessed by our forefathers.  

The present textgives details also on the other interesting topics like toilet practices, 
cleaning of teeth, bathing, sipping of water, sexual intercourse, meditation, sleeping 
habits, marriage, rules of greeting, meat eating, laws on inheritance, ancestral 
offerings, documentation and miscellaneous subjects- which make the reading of the 
entire text quite interesting.  

Works on Dharmasastra do not restrict their discussion on the concept of Dharma 
only, but they are the guide-books to the individuals in a society to clearly understand 
the difference between the good and the bad, so that the individuals in the society they 
can lead a moral life. They are also encyclopaedic in nature. The present work fulfils 
all these conditions through its own unique style and narration. Hence, the text needs 
much more respectable place in the scholarly world relating to the Dharmasastras. 
Scholars should investigate it further to get a much clearer picture of the ancient 
Indian society. 

Conclusion 

Modern world is encountered with many difficulties and challenges. On many 
occasions we are clueless regarding our approach to a challenge which we encounter 
in our day to day life. A thorough study and understanding of our ancient wisdom 
discussed in many ancient works is the need of the hour to effectively address many 
challenges of the modern world.  

Promotion of Indological Studies in India through the well-established educational 
institutions and research institutes will be of great use in the better understanding and 
interpretation of our age-old wisdom. Inter-disciplinary studies should be promoted 
along with the existing streams in the Indian Higher Education System.  

Promotion of interest in studying and understanding of ancient languages like 
Sanskrit, Prakrit, Pali along with the local languages of India is the need of the 
hour.Existing Indological Institutes of Eminence (IIE) in India should be encouraged 
to play an important role in undertaking worthwhile studies relating to all aspects of 
Indian history. 

The age-old knowledge of India hidden in our ancient works like the Dharmasastras is 
the wealth given by our forefathers to their next generations in order to make the lives 
of the people much more comfortable all the times. 
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Some ofthese works may be having objectionable information which may not hold 
good in modern times. All that is said may not be logical, effective or relevant. But 
throughHamsa-ksiranyaya process the junk can be sifted from the worthy 
information. This worthful information should be put to the good use in order to take 
the future of the country to the greater heights. 
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