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Sanskrit the classical language of India, has had a history of four thousand years in this 
country, its earliest literature, the hymns of the Rigveda, being also the oldest and most 
extensive remains of Indo European literature.   The antiquity of Sanskrit is well known, 
but its existence is not less remarkable.   The accents in which the Vedic seer uttered, the 
same tone is followed even today.   And in the same diction in which Kalidasa and Bana 
composed, a Sanskritist even today writes his verse or prose. The Vedic dialects, the 
freedom of the popular epic style, the rules of the Panini’s grammar, the diction of early 
drama, all point to a period when Sanskrit was a living spoken language.   Though the 
Scholars began the usage of Prakrits their literary works, Sanskrit still continued to hold 
its authoritative position, a quote from the reading says that “though it appears 
paradoxical at first sight, the Sanskrit language only reached its full development as a 
language of culture and administration at a time when it had ceased to be a mother 
tongue”.  Even Buddhism and Jainism which started using their popular languages could 
not by pass Sanskrit to which they had eventually to come.   Sanskrit consolidated itself 
as a Pan Indian language by reason of the common culture and thought it embodied; the 
mother of most of the mother tongues of the country, it was and is still the strongest bond 
of the country’s unity. Sanskrit has put forth intensive literary activity in every 
department of its history like, literature, philosophy, arts and science.  The abundant 
knowledge only a small quantity of literature has come into the form of print but the rest 
is still in manuscript libraries and  more part of it have been lost.  Sanskrit has dealt with 
every branch of human activity. 
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Introduction  

 The word Indology or south Asian studies is the academic study of the history and 
cultures, languages and literature of India. It also includes the study of Sanskrit literature 
and Hinduism along with other Indian religions, Jainism, Buddhism, Sikhism and pali 
literature.  Hindu texts in Dravidian languages have considered disciplines in Indology.  
A few scholars distinguish between Modern Indology which focuses on sociology and 
politics and classical Indology focuses more on Sanskrit and other ancient language 
sources.   

The scholars point out that Sanskrit is a suitable and easily adaptable in the technical 
sources. All Indian languages have a large proportion of identifiable Sanskrit words.   
The language served as a valuable tool in the past in transmitting and preserving Indian 
civilization.  It is not only an instrument but also a glorious product of Indian civilization.   

Abstract 
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It is a repository of a host of spiritual, philosophical, material and practical achievements 
of the past.  Despite of its age, even today useful knowledge in medicine, psychology 
etc., can be gained by the experts in their respective fields by delving into ancient texts.  
In fact Sanskrit was the language of free thinkers who questioned everything and 
expressed the widest spectrum of thoughts on various subjects.    

Influence of Prakrit on Sanskrit Language 

Sanskrit the classical language of India, has had a history of four thousand years in this 
country, its earliest literature, the hymns of the Rigveda, being also the oldest and most 
extensive remains of Indo European literature.   The antiquity of Sanskrit is well known, 
but its existence is not less remarkable.   The accents in which the Vedic seer uttered, the 
same tone is followed even today.   And in the same diction in which Kalidasa and Bana 
composed, a Sanskritist even today writes his verse or prose. The Vedic dialects, the 
freedom of the popular epic style, the rules of the Panini’s grammar, the diction of early 
drama, all point to a period when Sanskrit was a living spoken language.   Though the 
Scholars began the usage of  Prakrits  their  literary works, Sanskrit still continued to hold 
its authoritative position , a quote from  the reading says that “ though it appears 
paradoxical at first sight, the Sanskrit language only reached its full development as a 
language of culture and administration at a time when it had ceased to be a mother 
tongue” .  Even Buddhism and Jainism which started using their popular languages could 
not by pass Sanskrit to which they had eventually to come.   Sanskrit consolidated itself 
as a Pan Indian language by reason of the common culture and thought it embodied; the 
mother of most of the mother tongues of the country, it was and is still the strongest bond 
of the country’s unity.   

After the early growth of religious literature in Pali and Ardhamagadhi, there was the 
cultivation of literary activity in the classical Prakrits like the Sauraseni which figured in 
Sanskrit drama and the Maharashtri in which there was an efflorescence of poetry; not 
only did this Prakrit literature conform in pattern to Sanskrit, alongside of which it grew, 
but the very grammar of these languages was codified by Sanskrit. When these Prakrits 
also by their literary style got standardized, further popular languages took their place, 
first the Apabhramsa and then the modern Indo-Aryan languages of North India. 

Likewise the Prakrits ,on  the South Indian languages also the impact of Sanskrit led to a 
literary renaissance; vocabulary, forms of expression , themes and literary genre from 
Sanskrit permeated these languages; three of these which enlarged their alphabet on the 
basis of Sanskrit, allowed themselves to be influenced by Sanskrit to the maximum extent 
to which any language could be influenced by another; in two of them whole passages of 
Sanskrit with a sprinkling of words or the terminations only of the languages, could pass 
for compositions in those languages; and in two of them, as in the Javanese, there also 
arose a style of poetic composition, as also some expository prose, called Mani-pravala in 
which the poet made an artistic blend of Sanskrit and the local language.   In fact such 
was the intimacy with which Sanskrit flourished together with the local tongues that till 
recently Sanskrit classics were preserved in palm leaf or paper manuscript, or even 
printed, mostly in the regional scripts. 
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Sanskrit also added two further dimensions to its magnitude.  From the 1 century B.C. 
onwards, through Buddhism, it spread into Central Asia and the Far east; and from about 
the 2 Century A.D onwards it was the vehicle of the Hindu culture which spread over the 
countries of South east Asia, the Sanskrit epics, dramas and poems giving these countries 
a script and literature and the arts of dance, drama, music and sculpture.  Thus not only 
did Sanskrit consolidate the entire sub-continent of India, but it brought also the whole of 
the Far East and South East Asia under a cultural homogeneity.   

Sanskrit has put forth intensive literary activity in every department of its history like, 
literature, philosophy, arts and science.  The abundant knowledge only a small quantity of 
literature has come into the form of print but the rest is still in manuscript libraries and  
more part of it have been lost.  Sanskrit has dealt with every branch of human activity.   
In respect of quality originality and executional skill its philosophical systems, poetry and 
drama could be cited; some of the creations in these branches like the Upanishads and the 
Gita, form the most precious part of the heritage of India and has become part of world 
thought today; The two great epics in Sanskrit not only inspired a large numbers of 
literature in the local languages, but with the characters depicted by them molded the 
national ideals, poetry and drama, such as the compositions of Kalidasa and Sudraka  still 
remains the highest achievements  in India in these realms.   The literary activities in the 
popular languages specialized in a few selected sectors, like religion, poetry based on 
epics, literary criticism, logic, metaphysics, medicine, art, law, astronomy, mathematics 
etc., were dealt in Sanskrit. The language of a writer or speaker of the leading regional 
language was found, the ideas and the vocabulary became Sanskrit.  However much the 
regional language gained importance it could not lay aside the heritage of Sanskrit, which 
continuously drew the attention.  Though the media have been the local languages, the 
spirit behind anything new was Sanskrit.  

In Sanskrit one can see the development in the Kandakavyas, Champukavyas, 
Mahakavyas, which had the descriptive lyrics.  The poems could display a wonderful 
variety of metrical beauty.   In drama again, Sanskrit poets gave many types, the heroic 
Nataka, the social prakarana, long and short plays.   Also the one act dramas. In the later 
stage the concept of dramas was historical, political, and religious play.  The Sanskrit 
stage developed also many varieties like dance drama compositions, the theory of Rasa 
and Alankara sastra, Dwani, Auchitya not superseded by anything produced in the local 
languages.  

Sanskrit –A Living Language 

In due course of time Sanskrit kept itself on a changing mode by reproducing traditional 
patterns.  An analysis of its long history and varied growth of the literature discloses that 
the changes it underwent and the counter influence on it from the popular languages, in 
phonetics, vocabulary and morphology.  Sanskrit was influenced much by Prakrit and 
also from other languages in metre, themes, romances and narratives, dance drama forms 
of its theatre.  Sanskrit which believed in Panahca sila of live and let live, incorporated 
into itself elements of beauty in the regional cultures.   The merit of Sanskrit is that it was 
developed by all parts of India, with its characteristic genius.  
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Sanskrit authors kept themselves in close contact with contemporary events and utilized 
the material in which they came into contact with.  In the earlier stage there was influence 
from Greece and Rome eg., in Astronomy.   In the period of Moguls, Sanskrit scholars 
learnt Persian and Arabic and translated many works from Persian and Arabic, thus 
developing Perso-Sanskrit lexicon.  They never lived in isolation, but they assimilated in 
such a manner that while retaining their individuality and integrated many elements into 
their own pattern.  Later many Sanskrit works were translated to Islamic language with 
the contact of Middle East.  

The contact with the European countries in modern times has proved a great significance 
for both the continents.   The discovery of Sanskrit by the west had been the most 
significant event in European thought.   Indians received a modern education involved 
into a new realization of the values of their cultural heritage. The western influence 
brought changes in literary and cultural revival in India. The impact of western modes of 
thought and ways of life led to a process of change in the traditional learning. The pursuit 
of Sanskrit was bifurcated into the modern and traditional methods, the modern Sanskrit 
was taught in the new English schools, colleges and universities whereas the traditional 
was taught in Pathasalas and in the colleges especially for fostering that type of study.  
The influence of west its literature as well as notions brought to bear through education 
and administration produced its reactions in both the types of Sanskritists.  Consequently, 
Sanskrit literature entered on a new phase with the rise of modern European influence.   

The impact of English on Sanskrit which exists even today, replaced medium of 
education as common language.  With this Sanskrit was taken away from the daily life 
and its study became increasingly archaeological.   If we look back the earlier position of 
the Sanskrit pandit, with the first influence of English started a Sanskrit journal, 
translated a foreign work and wrote novels and stories, and compare it with the feeling of 
helplessness that has come over him today, we can trace the course of his demoralization 
and the general insignificant into which Sanskrit as a live medium of expression 
gradually fell.   Even lovers of Sanskrit, who enthusiastically pleaded for encouragement 
of Sanskrit studies, looked down systematically on original writing in Sanskrit.  Luckily 
there has been a revival of interest in the literary pursuit of Sanskrit and even among 
Sanskritists who have received a modern education; there has been a growing desire to 
cultivate the language as a vehicle of their thought and expression.   

Even during the British period the Sanskrit education was in its usual mode and 
composed in Sanskrit, but when the printing became the normal mode of circulating 
literature and medium of publication for Sanskrit did not develop adequately.  Many a 
contemporary writer in Sanskrit has poems, plays and stories which the writer may not 
hope to publish.  But the lack of publicity did not stop bulk production in fact in recent 
times a sufficient volume of modern literature has been produced in that language and it 
may not suffer the deficit in comparing to other languages. For example, modern Sanskrit 
writings were published in Sanskrit journals which have become defunct now and it is 
difficult to secure the previous volumes. 

As the traditional form of Sanskrit learning has been continuing, pundits steeped in the 
older tradition continue to compose long and short poems, hymns, plays, religious works, 
and commentaries. We have the authors like Bhatta Sri Narayana Sastri, author of ninety 
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three plays, Radha mangalam Narayana Sastri author of hundred and eight works.  The 
type of compositions in which the learning and skill of the composer exhibits itself  in the 
construction of verses in the pictorial designs practiced,   For example, T.S. 
Srinivasadesikacharya, Mahamahopadhyaya Lakshamana Suri, Madras.  Numerous 
commentaries in the old style have been written on poems and plays, particularly those 
prescribed for University courses by old type pundits well as accomplished English 
educated Sanskritists.  Among those who have carried on polemical literature in the field 
of the systems of philosophy, Ananthakrishna Shastri, Madhusudana Sharma and others 
of this class in Banaras, Calcutta, and Kerala may be mentioned.   

A series of historical kavyas was composed on the local dynasties during British period. 
MM T Ganapati Sastri wrote the Bharathanuvarnana , a history of India and Ramavatara 
Sharma the Bharatiyam itivrittam .  In the Bharatasangraha, Kavyakantham Ganapathi 
Shastri reviews Indian History.  In a journal by name Sahridaya Published in Vol. 4 a 
historical poem on Mahmud Gazni, the Gasanimuhammad-charitra and in the same 
journal appeared also short prose accounts of historical figures- Chandragupta, Ashoka, 
and others. 

History and Biography   

In the earlier literature a historical data may be found on the lives of noteworthy 
personalities mixed fable and fact, which are narrated in poetic and eulogistic style the 
lives of important individuals with description. In the biographies, the high flown style 
gave place to a simple narrative prose and the writer concentrated more on incidents and 
details of the lives and times of his subjects.  Such accounts have appeared on a variety of 
personalities, historical figures of the past, saints’ ancient, medieval and modern, 
scholars, political leaders and public figures of the recent times. For example, 
Ambikadatta vyasa of Jaipur wrote a historical prose narrative on Shivaji and many. 
Jnaneshwara, Tukaram, Ramdas and Mira form the subject of poems by Panditha 
KshamaRao. In this way there is a large number of works by different scholars in 
Sanskrit, first and foremost they began the Sanskrit periodicals and many journals were 
brought out. The journals apart from publishing small poems, short stories, serial longer 
stories and novels they discussed in essays and editorial notes of every contemporary 
event, social questions, political situations and questions of national importance.  

Travel has figured in ancient Sanskrit literature, especially as pilgrimage.   In modern 
times also, some works of this class have been produced.   T. Ganapati Sastri’s 
Setuyathravarna, deals with Hindu ideals and has reference to many cotemporary details 
and social evils. Short stories, Novels, small poems, Dramas were also composed in the 
old style.  

Conclusion: 

The Sanskrit scholars are putting their effort to keep the language alive and not only to 
preserve it as a classical language and antique artistic productions.  Contemporary use 
and original activity in it can alone secure for its dignity.  The important fact of this is the 
new spirit in Sanskrit is the impact of the Western ideas and forms of literature, the 
renewal of intimate relation with the regional literatures, its reflection of contemporary 
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India and infusing into it of the ideals and aspirations that animate the nation today.  
Elements of artistic value should be assimilated and made into an organic integration, and 
following the lead given by Kalidasa that nothing is valued as old or new , the merit 
matters and not the place from which  the idea comes, Sanskrit should also re emerge into 
a creative language, adding fresh achievements  to the previous records.  
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