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” Abstract H

The National Education Policy 2020 is the firdueation policy of the 21st century
and aims to address the many growing developmeamia¢ratives of our country.
This Policy proposes the revision and revampingalbfaspects of the education
structure, including its regulation and governanicecreate a new system that is
aligned with the inspirational goals of 21st cepteducation, including SDG4, while
building upon India’s traditions and value systefBe National Education Policy
lays particular emphasis on the development of ¢heative potential of each
individual. It is based on the principle that ediara must develop not only cognitive
capacities - both the ‘foundational capacitieslitdracy and numeracy and ‘higher-
order’ cognitive capacities, such as critical thingkand problem solving — but also
social, ethical, and emotional capacities and digjpms. The main objective of this
study is to explore the National Education Poli®2@ in India. This study examines
the purpose of NEP and implementation strategy afiddal Education Policy in
India. It is an attempt to understand the visuélireof National Education Policy and
some major changes in education sector. The studydwbe useful for the Indian in
planning and upgrading their educational systemiarmuove quality of education in
future.
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INTRODUCTION

Education is fundamental for achieving fullnimn potential, developing an
equitable and just society, and promoting natialealelopment. Providing universal
access to quality education is the key to Indi@stioued ascent, and leadership on
the global stage in terms of economic growth, dqgastice and equality, scientific
advancement, national integration, and culturakgmeation. Universal high-quality
education is the best way forward for developind araximizing our country's rich
talents and resources for the good of the indivjdh& society, the country, and the
world. India will have the highest population ofwa people in the world over the
next decade, and our ability to provide high-gyaditlucational opportunities to them
will determine the future of our country. The glblealucation development agenda
reflected in the Goal 4 (SDG4) of the 2030 Agenda Sustainable Development,
adopted by India in 2015 - seeks to “ensure ingkusind equitable quality education
and promote lifelong learning opportunities for’ dly 2030. Such a lofty goal will
require the entire education system to be recordayto support and foster learning,
so that all of the critical targets and goals (SPp@she 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development can be achieved.
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The world is undergoing rapid changes in the kndgielandscape. With
various dramatic scientific and technological ades) such as the rise of big data,
machine learning, and artificial intelligence, mamyskilled jobs worldwide may be
taken over by machines, while the need for a skilerkforce, particularly involving
mathematics, computer science, and data science, conjunction with
multidisciplinary abilities across the sciencegiabsciences, and humanities, will be
increasingly in greater demand. With climate chanigereasing pollution, and
depleting natural resources, there will be a silseabift in how we meet the world’s
energy, water, food, and sanitation needs, agamltieg in the need for new skilled
labour, particularly in biology, chemistry, physicgriculture, climate science, and
social science. The growing emergence of epideamdspandemics will also call for
collaborative research in infectious disease mamagéand development of vaccines
and the resultant social issues heightens the foeedultidisciplinary learning. There
will be a growing demand for humanities and artiraa moves towards becoming a
developed country as well as among the three lasgpemomies in the world. The aim
must be for India to have an education system B020at is second to none, with
equitable access to the highest-quality educatomlf learners regardless of social or
economic background.

The rich heritage of ancient and eternal Indianwdedge and thought has
been a guiding light for this Policy. The pursuit knowledge {nan), wisdom
(Pragyaa), and truth $atya) was always considered in Indian thought and gbibiny
as the highest human goal. The aim of educatioanitient India was not just the
acquisition of knowledge as preparation for life tims world, or life beyond
schooling, but for the complete realization anceddiion of the self. World-class
institutions of ancient India such as Takshastlalanda,Vikramshila, Vallabhi, set
the highest standards of multidisciplinary teachamgl research and hosted scholars
and students from across backgrounds and counfries.Indian education system
produced great scholars such as Charaka, Susrutggblata, Varahamihira,
Bhaskaracharya, Brahmagupta, Chanakya, Chakrapatia,DMadhava, Panini,
Patanjali, Nagarjuna, Gautama, Pingala, SankardMaitreyi, Gargi and
Thiruvalluvar, among numerous others, who made s&ngontributions to world
knowledge in diverse fields such as mathematicgprasmy, metallurgy, medical
science and surgery, civil engineering, architegtwghipbuilding and navigation,
yoga, fine arts, chess, and more. Indian culturd @mlosophy have had a strong
influence on the world. These rich legacies to ddneritage must not only be
nurtured and preserved for posterity but also rebea, enhanced, and put to new
uses through our education system.

The teacher must be at the centre of the fundamesitams in the education
system. The new education policy must help re-éstateachers, at all levels, as the
most respected and essential members of our sptietause they truly shape our
next generation of citizens. It must do everythioggmpower teachers and help them
to do their job as effectively as possible. The reglucation policy must help recruit
the very best and brightest to enter the teachimfegsion at all levels, by ensuring
livelihood, respect, dignity, and autonomy, whilsaainstilling in the system basic
methods of quality control and accountability. Fleev education policy must provide
to all students, irrespective of their place ofideace, a quality education system,
with  particular focus on historically marginalizeddisadvantaged, and
underrepresented groups. Education is a greatelesal is the best tool for achieving
economic and social mobility, inclusion, and eqwalinitiatives must be in place to
ensure that all students from such groups, despiterent obstacles, are provided
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various targeted opportunities to enter and excethe educational system. These
elements must be incorporated taking into accdumtidcal and global needs of the
country and with a respect for and deference todtsdiversity and culture. Instilling
knowledge of India and its varied social, culturahd technological needs, its
inimitable artistic, language, and knowledge tiads, and its strong ethics in India’s
young people is considered critical for purposesational pride, self-confidence,
self-knowledge, cooperation, and integration.
NEW EDUCATION POLICY 2020
Recently, the Union Cabinet has approvedrtée National Education Policy (NEP),
2020 with an aim to introduce several changes eénliidian education system - from
the school to college level.
= The NEP 2020 aims at makifigdia a global knowledge superpower”.
= The Cabinet has also approved teeaming of the Ministry of Human
Resource Development to tMenistry of Education.
= The NEP cleared by the Cabinebisly the third major revamp of the
framework of educationin India since independence.
= Thetwo earlier education policieswere brought ir1968 and 1986.

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
1. To study the National Education Policy 2020 in &ndnd visualization of this
policy.
2. To examine the purpose, implementation strategy tagtlights the major
changes of policy.
3. To identify the significance of NEP 2020 and chadjes regarding this policy.
METHODOLOGY
The methodology consists of a conceptual dsonson highlighting the gist of the
national educational policy framework, highlightimgrious sections of the policy of
NEP 2020. Identifying the innovations made using flocus group discussion
method.

VISUALIZATION OF NEW EDUCATION POLICY 2020

The Union Cabinet on Wednesday approved the NdtiBdacation Policy 2020.
This is the first education policy of the 21st eggtand replaces the thirty-four-year-
old National Policy on Education (NPE), 1986. Thewn policy aims for
universalisation of education from pre-school tcoselary level with 100 per cent
Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in school educatior2080 and aims to raise GER in
higher education to 50 per cent by 2025.

* NEP 2020 will bring two crore out of school childréack into the main
stream.

 The 10+2 structure of school curricula is to belaepd by a 5+3+3+4
curricular structure corresponding to ages 3-818411-14, and 14-18 years
respectively. It will include 12 years of schoolirapnd three years of
Anganwadi and pre-schooling.

» NCERT will develop a National Curricular and Pedgigal Framework for
Early Childhood Care and Education (NCPFECCE) foldecen up to the age
of eight.

* NEP 2020 calls for setting up of a National Miss@nFoundational Literacy
and Numeracy by the Education Ministry. States witepare an
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implementation plan for attaining universal foundaal literacy and
numeracy in all primary schools for all learnersgogide 3 by 2025.

* A National Book Promotion Policy is to be formuldte

* All students will take school examinations in Gra@g 5, and 8 which will be
conducted by the appropriate authority. Board exéongGrades 10 and 12
will be continued, but redesigned with holistic dlpment as the aim.

« A new National Assessment Centre, PARAKH (Perforoea\ssessment,
Review, and Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic Déygment), will be set up
as a standard-setting body.

* NEP emphasises on setting up of Gender Inclusiamd Fand also Special
Education Zones for disadvantaged regions and group

» Every state/district will be encouraged to est&btiBal Bhavans" as a special
daytime boarding school, to participate in arttesdia career-related, and play-
related activities. Free school infrastructure t@nused as Samajik Chetna
Kendras.

« A common National Professional Standards for TeacHBPST) will be
developed by the National Council for Teacher Etlooaby 2022, in
consultation with NCERT, SCERTS, teachers and éxpeanizations from
across levels and regions.

» States/UTs will set up independent State Schoaldatas Authority (SSSA).
The SCERT will develop a School Quality Assessmeamti Accreditation
Framework (SQAAF) through consultations with adlkstholders.

« NEP 2020 aims to increase the Gross Enrolment Ratitigher education
including vocational education from 26.3 per can018 to 50 per cent by
2035 and aims to add 3.5 crore new seats to hggheration institutions.

* The policy envisages broad-based, multi-disciplinaolistic Under Graduate
education with flexible curricula, creative combtinas of subjects,
integration of vocational education and multipleargrand exit points with
appropriate certification.

* Multidisciplinary Education and Research UniveestiMERUS), at par with
lITs, 1IMs, to be set up as models of best multigibnary education of global
standards in the country.

* The National Research Foundation will be createdamasapex body for
fostering a strong research culture and buildirsgaech capacity across higher
education.

e Higher Education Commission of India(HECI) will s®t up as a single
overarching umbrella body for entire higher eduwratiexcluding medical and
legal education.

* A new and comprehensive National Curriculum Franréwimr Teacher
Education, NCFTE 2021, will be formulated by the TECin consultation
with NCERT.

* By 2030, the minimum degree qualification for tdaghwill be a 4-year
integrated B.Ed. degree.

* The National Scholarship Portal will be expandedrexk the progress of
students receiving scholarships.

* Private HEIs will be encouraged to offer largemioers of free ships and
scholarships to their students.

* Measures such as online courses and digital repest funding for research,
improved student services, credit-based recogniiioMOOCs, etc., will be
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taken to ensure distance learning is at par with llghest quality in-class
programmes.

A comprehensive set of recommendations for pramgotinline education
consequent to the recent rise in epidemics andguaieg in order to ensure
preparedness with alternative modes of quality atioe whenever and
wherever traditional modes of education are nosies, has been covered.

* A dedicated unit for the purpose of orchestratihng building of digital
infrastructure, digital content and capacity buitgliwill be created in the HRD
ministry to look after the e-education needs ofhbsthool and higher
education.

* An autonomous body, the National Educational TetdgoForum (NETF),
will be created to provide a platform for the feechange of ideas on the use
of technology to enhance learning, assessmentipignadministration.

» Internationalisation of education will be faciligt through both institutional
collaborations, and student and faculty mobilityd aadlowing entry of top
world ranked universities to open campuses in India

» Policy aims to achieve 100% youth and adult litgrac

» The Centre and the States will work together togase the public investment
in Education sector to reach 6 per cent of GDPeakEtrliest.

HIGHLIGHTS THE SOME MAJOR CHANGES IN NEW EDUCATION
POLICY

New circumstances and realities require newiatives. The recent rise in
epidemics and pandemics necessitates that we ady keith alternative modes of
quality education whenever and wherever traditioaald in-person modes of
education are not possible. Some of the major amangtroduced in the New
Education Policy are as follows:

« By 2030, one large multidisciplinary college in evg district : By 2030, all
higher education institutions will become multid@mary institutions and
each of them will increase enrolment of students.2B30, be at least one
large multidisciplinary HEI in or near every disttiThe aim is to increase the
Gross Enrolment Ratio in higher education includiragational education
from 26.3% (2018) to 50% by 2035.

- Music, arts and literature to be taught in all coleges:Departments in
Languages, Literature, Music, Philosophy, Indologyt, Dance, Theatre,
Education, Mathematics, Statistics, Pure and Applseiences, Sociology,
Economics, Sports, Translation, and Interpretatedn, will be introduced in
all higher education institutions.

« M.Phil to be discontinued:According to the NEP 2020, M.Phil will be
discontinued. The details regarding the same willddeased soon.

« Sanksrit will be mainstreamed: It is time that Sanskrit will be mainstreamed
with a strong offering in schools and three langumymula will be adopted
in higher education.

« Vocational Skills to be Taught:Every student will be taught a vocational
skill of his/ her choice by the time they compl#teir schooling. Students will
also be taught coding from Class VI.

http://oiirj.org/oiirj/msr/ ISSN 2393-983




Multidisciplinary Scientific Reviewer |Halerarly | Volume-08 | Issue-01 |]an-]une 2021

+ No Rigid Separation between Arts and Science Curridum: There will not
be a huge difference between the curriculum ofeh®g streams and all
subjects like Music will be taught.

« Internships Will be Included from Class VI: From 6th grade, candidates
will have to do internships of 10 days with loaades or crafts.

« |ITs to follow Holistic approach: I[ITs will have to follow a more holistic
approach and multidisciplinary education with mares and humanities as per
the New Education Policy

« Academic Bank of Credit to be establishedAn Academic Bank of Credit
(ABC) will be set up which will digitally store thacademic credits earned.
The 4-year course may also lead to a degree ‘wébkeRrch’ if the student
completes a rigorous research project within tispeetive time frame.

« Importance to Practical Assignments, Skill Developrant: The New
Education Policy lays emphasis on practical knoggednd skill development
which will begin from class 6th.

« Single Common Entrance Exam for all CollegesAccording to the NEP
2020, there will be a single common entrance examadmission to all higher
education institutes which will be held by NTA. Thatrance exam will be
optional and not mandatory.

«  New System of EducationThe 10+2 system will be divided into 5+3+3+4
format. The New Education Policy has changed th®aceducation system
to 5+3+3+4 format. This means the first five yeairthe school will comprise
of the foundation stage including three years efgmimary school and classes
1 and class 2. The next three years will be divigded a preparatory stage
(classes 3 to 5), three years of middle stageqeta to 8), and four years of
secondary stage (classes 9 to 12). Schools wilhae¢ any rigid formation of
streams of arts, commerce, science, students &anuga whichever courses
they want.

« Ramp up Digital Learning: To ramp up Digital Learning a National
Education Technology Forum NETF will be created amdourses in 8
regional languages will be uploaded on the same.

« Multiple Entry and Exit System: With the help of the academic bank of
credits, multiple entries and exit system will bdroduced in the higher
education sector. This will allow students to taksabbatical and then join
back their studies after a period of time, withtnging any credits. Students
will also be free to choose major and minor sulgjéat their degree.

« India to be Promoted as Foreign Study DestinationEvery institution will
have an International Students Office to host fpreitudents. Colleges will be
promoted to provide premium education at affordablets.

« Foreign Colleges Can Set Up Colleges in Indiaop 100 Foreign Colleges
will be allowed to set up their campuses in Indsapar NEP. They will be
given special dispensation and regulations to g¢he campuses.

« Expenditure on Education: The expenditure on education will be changed to
6 per cent of the total GDP, as opposed to eadibich was 4 per cent of the
GDP. Both State, as well as Central Government,bgilworking together on
the expenditure.

SIGNIFICANCE OF NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY 2020
An NEP is a comprehensive framework to guigedevelopment of education in
the country. The NEP proposes sweeping changesding opening up of Indian
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higher education to foreign universities, dismagtlof the UGC and the All India
Council for Technical Education (AICTE), introdwmii of a four-year
multidisciplinary undergraduate programme with nplét exit options, and
discontinuation of the M Phil programme. The polatgo proposes phasing out of all
institutions offering single streams and that aliversities and colleges must aim to
become multidisciplinary by 2040.

* Recognising Importance of Formative yearsin adopting &+3+3+4 model
for school education starting at age 3the policy recognises the primacy of
the formative years from ages 3 to 8 in shaping:thiel’s future.

» Departure from Silos Mentality: Another key aspect of school education in
the new policy is the breaking of the strict digisiof arts, commerce and
science streams in high school. This can lay thendation for a multi-
disciplinary approach in high education.

 The Confluence of Education and Skills:Another laudable aspect of the
scheme is the introduction of vocational courses a&n internship. This may
nudge the vulnerable sections of society to seaul thildren to school. Also,
it would help in realisation of the goal 8kill India Mission.

* Making Education More Inclusive: The NEP proposes the extension of the
Right to Education (RTE) to all children up to thge of 18. Further, the
policy seeks to leverage the huge potential ofnenpedagogy and learning
methodologies for increasing gross enrolment iméigeducation.

» Light But Tight Oversight: According to the policy, in spite of periodic
inspection, transparency, maintaining quality stéadd and a favourable
public perception will become a 24X7 pursuit foe timstitutions, leading to
all-round improvement in their standard.

» Allowing Foreign Universities: The document states universities from among
the top 100 in the world will be able to set up pases in India. This will lead
to an infusion of international perspective andowation, which will make the
Indian education system more efficient and comipetit

* Ending Hindi vs English Debate: Most crucially, NEP, once and for all,
buries the strident Hindi versus English languagebate; instead, it
emphasises on making mother tongue, local langaagee regional language
the medium of instruction at least till Grade 5,iethis considered the best
medium of teaching.

PURPOSE OF NEW EDUCATION POLICY AND IMPLEMENTATION
STRATEGY

An NEP is a comprehensive framework to guide theeldgment of education in the
country. The need for a policy was first felt in6G9when Congress MP Siddheshwar
Prasad criticised the then government for lackingision and philosophy for
education. The same year, a 17-member Educatiomxsion, headed by then UGC
Chairperson D S Kothari, was constituted to drafiational and coordinated policy
on education. Based on the suggestions of this Gssion, Parliament passed the
first education policy in 1968. A new NEP usuallyntes along every few decades.
India has had three to date. The first came in 1868 the second in 1986, under
Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi respectively; thePN& 1986 was revised in 1992
when P V Narasimha Rao was Prime Minister. Thedth& the NEP released
Wednesday under the Prime Ministership of Nareitivdi.

The NEP proposes sweeping changes includpeniog up of Indian higher

education to foreign universities, dismantling lo¢ tUGC and the All India Council
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for Technical Education (AICTE), introduction of faur-year multidisciplinary
undergraduate programme with multiple exit opticausgd discontinuation of the M
Phil programme. In school education, the policy ukes on overhauling the
curriculum, “easier” Board exams, a reduction ire thyllabus to retain “core
essentials” and thrust on “experiential learning aritical thinking”. In a significant
shift from the 1986 policy, which pushed for a 1Gtficture of school education, the
new NEP pitches for a “5+3+3+4” design correspogdm the age groups 3-8 years
(foundational stage), 8-11 (preparatory), 11-14dgita), and 14-18 (secondary)? This
brings early childhood education (also known assuteol education for children of
ages 3 to 5) under the ambit of formal schoolinge mid-day meal programme will
be extended to pre-school children. The NEP saydests until Class 5 should be
taught in their mother tongue or regional langudde policy also proposes phasing
out of all institutions offering single streams atit all universities and colleges
must aim to become multidisciplinary by 2040.
The NEP only provides a broad direction and is maindatory to follow.

Since education is a concurrent subject (both tbett@ and the state governments
can make laws on it), the reforms proposed can balyimplemented collaboratively
by the Centre and the states. This will not happemediately. The incumbent
government has set a target of 2040 to implemenetthire policy. Sufficient funding
is also crucial; the 1968 NEP was hamstrung byoatape of funds. The government
plans to set up subject-wise committees with memiim relevant ministries at
both the central and state levels to develop imphaation plans for each aspect of
the NEP. The plans will list out actions to be takg multiple bodies, including the
HRD Ministry, state Education Departments, schoaaimls, NCERT, Central
Advisory Board of Education and National TestingeAgy, among others. Planning
will be followed by a yearly joint review of progse against targets set.
ISSUES & CHALLENGES RELATED TO NEP 2020 AND WAY FORWARD

Technology in education is a journey and not aidasbn and capacity will be
needed to orchestrate the various ecosystem pleyergplement policy objectives. A
dedicated unit for the purpose of orchestratinghibiding of digital infrastructure,
digital content and capacity building will be cregin the Ministry to look after the e-
education needs of both school and higher educaSarce technology is rapidly
evolving, and needs specialists to deliver highityua-learning, a vibrant ecosystem
has to be encouraged to create solutions that migt solve India’s challenges of
scale, diversity, equity, but also evolve in kegpiwith the rapid changes in
technology, whose half-life reduces with each pagsyear. This centre will,
therefore, consist of experts drawn from the field administration, education,
educational technology, digital pedagogy and assess e-governance, etc. Some of
the features of the NEP that emphasise on theratieg of technology include the
following:

+ A National Educational Technology Forum (NETF), antonomous
body, will be established for the exchange of ideasthe use of
technology to enhance the efficiency of the edocasector

« A new unit will be established dedicated to cregtdigital education
resources including digital infrastructure, capaditilding, and digital
content

+ Integration of technology to improve classroom psses will be
initiated across all levels

There are various types of issues and challend@®deto National Education Policy
2020 and way forward.
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1. Knowledge-Jobs Mismatch: There is a persistent mismatch between the
knowledge & skills imparted and the jobs availaflkis has been one of the
main challenges that have affected the Indian dolucasystem since
Independence. NEP 2020 failed to check this, as #ilent on education
related to emerging technological fields like &tél intelligence, cyberspace,
nanotech, etc.

2. The Requirement of Enormous ResourcesAn ambitious target of public
spending at 6% of GDP has been set. Mobilisingnitied resources will be a
big challenge, given the low tax-to-GDP ratio ammpeting claims on the
national exchequer of healthcare, national secantyother key sectors.

3. Need for Cooperative Federalism:Since education is a concurrent subject
(both the Centre and the state governments can taalseon it), the reforms
proposed can only be implemented collaborativelytiy Centre and the
states.

4. Strive Towards Universalisation of Education: There is a need for the
creation of ‘inclusion funds’ to help socially aeducationally disadvantaged
children pursue education. Also, there is a neesktaip a regulatory process
that can check profiteering from education in tlenf of unaccounted
donations.

5. Bridging Digital Divide: If technology is a force-multiplier, with unequal
access it can also expand the gap between the haddsave nots. Thus, the
state needs to address the striking disparitieactess to digital tools for
universalization of education.

6. Interministerial Coordination: There is an emphasis on vocational training,
but to make it effective, there has to be closerdioation between the
education, skills and labour ministry.

CONCLUSION

The main agenda behind introducing the Newcaton Policy 2020 is the need
of the hour and it will prepare the students taefétee challenges of the new world.
The NEP will promote skill-based education and @ckathe practical skills of the
students. Addressing the nation on 74th Indepered®ay, PM Modi stated that the
New Education Policy will play an important role making India self-reliant.
According to him, the NEP has been introduced &ithaim objective to strengthen
research and innovation in the country. NEP givespecial focus on the National
Research Foundation because innovation is one eoftbst important parts for a
country to progress. Only when research and inmavatre strong enough we will be
able to progress in this competitive world. Soméhefimportant benefits of the New
Education Policy 2020 are as follows:

« The New Education Policy will give importance toudgnts' practical

knowledge instead of just pushing them towards lesening.

» It will help students to develop scientific temieam a young age.

» The NEP aims to make it easier to set up new quafithigher educational
institutes which will be at par with the globalrstiards.

» Since NEP will make it easier for foreign collegesset up their campuses
here many students who are unable to go abroadodoneiltiple reasons will
be able to experience it and get global exposure.

* This will promote value-based education.
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The new National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, goad policy as it aims at making
the education system holistic, flexible, multid@oiary, aligned to the needs of the
21 century and the 2030 Sustainable Development GBhksintent of policy seems
to be ideal in many ways but it is the implemewotativhere lies the key to success.
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